
Legal eliteof the

MidlandS

W e present to you our first annual Legal Elite of the 
Midlands, lawyers selected by their peers as the 
most outstanding in eight different practice areas. 

Congratulations to all who were selected in this prestigious 
group! Greater Columbia Business Monthly invited attorneys 
who live and work in the Midlands area, and who are members 
of the SC Bar, to fill out a ballot on our Web site. Respondents 
were not allowed to vote for themselves, but they could vote 
for other members of their firm, as long as they voted for an 
equal or greater number of attorneys outside their firm. From 
the more than 250 nominations, the top ten in each category 
were selected and appear in alphabetical order, by category, 
in the following pages. Ballots were tallied by the independent 
accounting firm of Kirkland, Thomas, Watson & Dyches, LLC.

Sharp Business Systems

sponsored by:
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Jack B. Swerling
Jack B. Swerling 
Attorney at Law

1720 Main Street Ste. 301
Columbia, SC 29201
803.765.2626
www.jackswerling.com

Joel W. Collins Jr.
Collins & Lacy, P.C.

P.O. Box 12487
Columbia, SC 29211
803.255.0423
www.collinsandlacy.com

Leigh J. Leventis
Leventis & Ransom 
Attorneys at Law

1913 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.765.2383
www.leventisandransom.com

Greg Harris
Harris Gasser, LLC

1529 Laurel Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.779.7080
www.gharrislaw.com

John Delgado
Bluestein, Nichols, 
Thompson & Delgado, LLC

1634 Taylor Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803. 779.7599
www.bntdlaw.com

Stanley Myers
Moore, Taylor &

Thomas, P.A.
P.O. Box 5709
West Columbia, SC 29171
803.796.9160
www.mttlaw.com

Jonathan Harvey
Jonathan Harvey 
Attorney at Law

1804 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.779.3363
www.jonathanharveylaw.com

James J. Leventis Esq.
Leventis & Ransom

Attorneys at Law
1913 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.765.2383
www.leventisandransom.com

William W. Wilkins
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 10648
Greenville, SC 29603
864.370.221
www.nexsenpruet.com/

John O’Leary
O’Leary Associates, P.A.

714 Calhoun Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.779.5556
www.olearylawsc.com
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ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

John B. McArthur, Management Member, 1201 Main Street, 22nd Floor, Columbia, SC 29201  803.779.3080   jmcarthur@hsblawfi rm.com

WWW.HSBLAWFIRM.COM     CHARLESTON     COLUMBIA     FLORENCE     GREENVILLE     MYRTLE BEACH    WASHINGTON, DC

COMMUNITY
LEFT TO RIGHT

BILL BOYD – Past Chair, South Carolina Chamber 
of Commerce; Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by 
Greater Columbia Business Monthly 

FRANK CURETON – Board Chair, The Cooperative 
Ministry

GARY MORRIS - Chair, Committee of 100, a 
partnership of Central SC Alliance

JOHN MCARTHUR – Chair, The River Alliance; 
Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by Greater 
Columbia Business Monthly

TOM GOTTSHALL – Board President, South 
Carolina Philharmonic

SARAH SPRUILL - Graduate, Leadership Columbia      
Class of 2010

JOHN HODGE - Chair, Greater Piedmont Chapter 
of the Explorers Club

TIGER WELLS – Named one of the Midland’s “20 
Under 40” by The State newspaper; Member, 
Leadership Columbia Class of 2011

LEFT TO RIGHT

NICI COMER - President and Founding Member,  
Midlands Commercial Real Estate Women CREW

EDWARD KLUITERS – Co-chair, Legislative 
Committee, South Carolina Economic Developers’ 
Association; Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by 
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

DALHI MYERS - Co-chair, 2010 International 
Association of Young Lawyers 48th Congress 
Organizing Committee

RANDY EPTING - Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by 
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

WILL JOHNSON – Named “2010 Young Lawyer of 
the Year” by the South Carolina Bar Young Lawyers 
Division; Member, Leadership South Carolina     
Class of 2011

TARA NAUFUL – Chair, Carolinas Chapter of the 
International Women’s Restructuring and Insolvency 
Confederation; Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by 
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

CHIP KING - Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by 
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

DONNY DIAL – Named “2010 Trusts and Estates 
Lawyer of the Year” - Columbia, SC, by The Best 
Lawyers in America®

EDWARD KLUITERS
Committee, South Carolina Economic Developers’ 
Association; Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by 
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

DALHI MYER
Association of Young Lawyers 48th Congress 
Organizing Committee

RANDY EPTING
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

WILL JOHNSON
the Year” by the South Carolina Bar Young Lawyers 
Division; Member, Leadership South Carolina     
Class of 2011

TARA NAUFUL
International Women’s Restructuring and Insolvency 
Confederation; Named “Midlands Legal Elite” by 
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

CHIP KING
Greater Columbia Business Monthly

DONNY DIAL
Lawyer of the Year” - Columbia, SC, by 
Lawyers in America

RECOGNIZED LEADERS Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, P.A. honors our Midland lawyers 
who share a commitment to shaping their community and profession while inspiring others to lead.

PROFESSION

TRANSFORMING THE BUSINESS LANDSCAPE



Sue “Corky” Harper
Nelson Mullins

1320 Main Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.255.5544
www.nelsonmullins.com

Angus Macaulay
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

Reginald Belcher
Turner, Padget, Graham 
& Laney, P.A.

P.O. Box 1473
Columbia, SC 29202
803.254.2200
www.turnerpadget.com

David Dubberly
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

Kristine Cato
Rogers Townsend & 
Thomas, P.C.

P.O. Box 100200
Columbia, SC 29202 
803.744.5270
www.rtt-law.com

G. Daniel Ellzey
Fisher & Phillips LLP

1901 Main Street
Suite 1400
Columbia, SC 29201
803.255.0000
www.laborlawyers.com

William Floyd
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

Charles “Ted” Speth II 
Ogletree Deakins

1320 Main Street
Suite 600
Columbia, SC 29201
803.252.1300
www.ogletreedeakins.com

J. Hagood Tighe
Fisher & Phillips LLP

1901 Main Street
Suite 1400
Columbia, SC 29201
803.255.0000
www.laborlawyers.com

Rick Morgan
McNair Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211
803.799.9800
mcnair.net
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Jeff Z. Brooker III
The Brooker Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 11415
Columbia, SC 29211
803. 779.1065
www.brookerlawfirm.com

William G. Newsome III
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

Leonard P. Odom
SC Senate Ethics 
Committee

P.O. Box 142
Columbia, SC 29202
803.212.6412

W. Steven Johnson Esq.
Todd & Johnson, LLP

609 Sims Avenue
Columbia, SC 29205
803.252.1500
toddandjohnson.com

Joseph D.Walker
McNair Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211
803.799.9800
www.mcnair.net

Fred Kingsmore
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

Angela M. Kirby
Rogers Townsend & 
Thomas, P.C.

P.O. Box 100200
Columbia, SC 29202
803.744.5275
www.rtt-law.com

Kenneth B. Wingate Esq.
Sweeny, Wingate & 
Barrow, P.A.

P.O. Box 12129
Columbia, SC 29201 
803.256.2233
www.swblaw.com

Catherine Kennedy
Turner, Padget, Graham 
& Laney, P.A.

P.O. Box 1473
Columbia, SC 29202
803.254.2200
www.turnerpadget.com

David C. Sojourner Jr.
Ellis, Lawhorne & 
Sims, P.A.

P.O. Box 2285
Columbia, SC 29202
803.212.4955
www.ellislawhorne.com
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Bill Boyd
Haynsworth Sinkler 
Boyd, P.A.

P.O. Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29211
803.779.3080
www.hsblawfirm.com

Edward Kluiters
Haynsworth Sinkler 
Boyd, P.A.

P.O. Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29211
803.779.3080
www.hsblawfirm.com

Mark Knight
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

John Currie
McNair Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211
803.799.9800
www.mcnair.net

Thomas E. Lydon
McAngus Goudelock  
& Courie, LLC

PO Box 12519
Columbia, SC 29211
803.779.2300
www.mgclaw.com

Randy Epting
Haynsworth Sinkler 
Boyd, P.A.

P.O. Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29211
803.779.3080
www.hsblawfirm.com

George “Chip” King
Haynsworth Sinkler 
Boyd, P.A.

P.O. Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29211
803.779.3080
www.hsblawfirm.com

Ed Menzie
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

C. Jones DuBose Jr.
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

Stuart M. Lee
Rogers Townsend & 
Thomas, P.C.

P.O. Box 100200
Columbia, SC 29202
803.744.5275
www.rtt-law.com
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Moore, Taylor & ThoMas, P.a.
aTTorneys aT law

Congratulations, to the attorneys from Moore, taylor & thomas who were selected for the 2010 Midlands 
Legal Elite. our firm’s reputation of aggressive representation of individual and business clients has created a loyal and growing 
client base. We provide a level of trust and sophisticated legal insite with a human touch. Areas of service • Civil and Criminal  
Litigation • Family Law • Bankruptcy • Estate Planning • Business Law • and more.

stanley Myers
Criminal law

J. Mark Taylor
Family Law

C. Vance stricklin, Jr.
Family Law

s. Jahue Moore, sr.
Personal Injury

Jane Downey
Bankruptcy/ Creditors Rights

wesT ColuMbia
1700 Sunset Blvd. • West Columbia, SC 29169

(803) 796-9160

saluDa
110 S. Main Street • Saluda, SC 29138

(864) 445-4544

GreenVille
23 Wade Hampton Blvd. • Greenville, SC 29609

(864) 271-6371

www.mttlaw.com
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Susan Edwards
Gaffney, Lewis & Edwards, 
Attorneys at Law

3710 Landmark Drive 
Suite 109
Columbia, SC 29204
803.790.8838
www.glelawfirm.com

Jimmy Long
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

John O. McDougall
McDougall & Self, LLP

P.O. Box 90860
Columbia, SC 29290
803.776.3130
www.mcdougallandself.com

Victoria L. Eslinger
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com

FAMILY



 LAW



Construction  |  Employment  |  Insurance Coverage  |  Premises Liability  |  Products Liability
Retail/Hospitality & Entertainment  |  Transportation  |  Workers’ Compensation

Columbia Greenville myrtle beaCh

1330 Lady St. | 6th Floor | Columbia, SC 29201 | P: 803.256.2660 | Gray Culbreath, Managing Shareholder  |  www.collinsandlacy.com

Attorneys Who Know....
The value of quality work with partner-level attention.

Helping South Carolina Businesses Stay in Business
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McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law
McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law

John O. McDougall  Michael W. Self

Peter G. Currence Ryan A. McLeod      

Benjamin J. Baldwin

Divorce  Separation  Child Custody  Child Support

Property Division  Adoptions  Alimony 

Columbia (803) 776-3130         Sumter (803) 778-5062

  BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA, FAMILY LAW DESIGNATION

  DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF FAMILY TRIAL LAWYERS

   FELLOW, INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

 FELLOWS, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

  SOUTH CAROLINA SUPER LAWYERS

McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law
McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law

John O. McDougall  Michael W. Self

Peter G. Currence Ryan A. McLeod      

Benjamin J. Baldwin

Divorce  Separation  Child Custody  Child Support

Property Division  Adoptions  Alimony 

Columbia (803) 776-3130         Sumter (803) 778-5062

  BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA, FAMILY LAW DESIGNATION

  DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF FAMILY TRIAL LAWYERS

   FELLOW, INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

 FELLOWS, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

  SOUTH CAROLINA SUPER LAWYERS

McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law
McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law

John O. McDougall  Michael W. Self

Peter G. Currence Ryan A. McLeod      

Benjamin J. Baldwin

Divorce  Separation  Child Custody  Child Support

Property Division  Adoptions  Alimony 

Columbia (803) 776-3130         Sumter (803) 778-5062

  BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA, FAMILY LAW DESIGNATION

  DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF FAMILY TRIAL LAWYERS

   FELLOW, INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

 FELLOWS, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

  SOUTH CAROLINA SUPER LAWYERS

McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law
McDougall & Self, L.L.P.
Family and Matrimonial Law

John O. McDougall  Michael W. Self

Peter G. Currence Ryan A. McLeod      

Benjamin J. Baldwin

Divorce  Separation  Child Custody  Child Support

Property Division  Adoptions  Alimony 

Columbia (803) 776-3130         Sumter (803) 778-5062

  BEST LAWYERS IN AMERICA, FAMILY LAW DESIGNATION

  DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF FAMILY TRIAL LAWYERS

   FELLOW, INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

 FELLOWS, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MATRIMONIAL LAWYERS

  SOUTH CAROLINA SUPER LAWYERS

J. Mark Taylor
Moore, Taylor & 
Thomas, P.A.

1700 Sunset Blvd.
West Columbia, SC 29169
803.796.9160
www.mttlaw.com

Cyril B. Rush Jr.
Kirkland & Rush

1517 Blanding Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.252.0370

Ashlin B. Potterfield
Taylor Potterfield

2301 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
803.807.2647

C. Vance Stricklin Jr.
Moore, Taylor & 
Thomas, P.A.

1700 Sunset Blvd.
West Columbia, SC 29169
803.796.9160
www.mttlaw.com

Joe Underwood
Moses Koon & Brackett, P.C.

P.O. Box 100261
Columbia, SC 29202
www.mkb-law.com

Sandra Parise
Parise Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 8443
Columbia, SC 29202
803.252.8722

NOT 
PICTURED
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Barbara G. Barton
Barton Law Firm

1715 Pickens Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.256.6582
www.bartonlawsc.com

Rick Gleissner
Gleissner Law Firm, LLC

3610 Landmark Dr., Ste G
Columbia, SC 29204
803.603.2228
www.gleissnerlaw.com

William McCarthy Jr.
McCarthy Law Firm, LLC

1715 Pickens Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.771.8836
www.mccarthy-lawfirm.net

NOT 
PICTURED

Michael Beal
McNair Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211
803.799.9800
www.mcnair.net

Tara Nauful
Haynsworth Sinkler 
Boyd, P.A.

P.O. Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29202
803.779.3080 
www.hsblawfirm.com

Michael J. Cox
Michael J. Cox Attorney 
at Law, LLC

6160 St. Andrews Road 
Suite 1
Irmo, SC 29210
803.254.6041
www.michaeljcoxlaw.com

Jane H.Downey 
Moore, Taylor &  
Thomas, P.A.

P.O. Box 11874
Columbia, SC 29211
803.929.0030
www.downeylaw.com

Robert P. Wood Esq.
Rogers Townsend & 
Thomas, P.C.

P.O. Box 100200
Columbia, SC 29202 
803.774.1275
www.rtt-law.com

GeorgeB. Cauthen
Nelson Mullins

1320 Main Street, 17th Floor
Columbia, SC 29201
803.255.9425
www.nelsonmullins.com

Rick Mendoza
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com
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Jack Swerling’s staff  
would like to congratulate  

him on being selected  
by his peers as one of  

the 2010 Midlands  
Legal Elite.

Jack Swerling
       A t t o R n e y   A t   L A w

1720 MAin StReet, Suite 301
CoLuMbiA, SC 29201

www.jACkSweRLing.CoM 803-765-2626

Ed Butch Barnhill
Nelson Mullins

1320 Main Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.255.9520
www.nelsonmullins.com

Cynthia D. Blair
Rogers Townsend & 
Thomas, P.C.

P.O. Box 100200
Columbia, SC 29202
803.744.1848
www.rtt-law.com

Joel E. Gottlieb
McNair Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211
803.799.9800
www.mcnair.net

Dorothy M. Helms
McNair Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211
803.799.9800
www.mcnair.net

Glenn P. Caulk
Nelson Mullins

1320 Main Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.255.9369
www.nelsonmullins.com

REAL


 ESTATE


 LAW
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Michael W. Tighe
Callison Tighe

P.O. Box 1390
Columbia, SC 29202
803.404.6900
www.ctrlawfirm.com

Lanneau W. Lambert
Turner, Padget, Graham & 
Laney, P.A.

P.O. Box 1473
Columbia, SC 29202
803.254.2200
www.turnerpadget.com

John B. McArthur
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd, 
P.A.

P.O. Box 11889
Columbia, SC 29211
803.779.3080
www.hsblawfirm.com

H. Dave Whitener Jr.
Whitener & Wharton, P.A.

2001 Park Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.779.7830
www.wwandwlawfirm.com

Edward Menzie
Nexsen Pruet, LLC

P.O. Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
803.771.8900
www.nexsenpruet.com
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S. Jahue Jake Moore Sr.
Moore, Taylor & 
Thomas, P.A.

1700 Sunset Blvd.
West Columbia, SC 29169
803.796.9160
www.mttlaw.com

Darra J. Coleman
Rogers Townsend & 
Thomas, P.C.

P.O. Box 100200
Columbia, SC 29202
803.744.1865
www.rtt-law.com

Rebecca Laffitte
Sowell Gray

P.O. Box 11449
Columbia, SC 29211
803.929.1400
www.sowell.com

D. Michael Kelly
Mike Kelly Law Group

500 Taylor Street
Columbia, SC 29201 
803.726.0123
www.mklawgroup.com

Charles L. Henshaw Jr.
Furr & Henshaw, 
Attorneys at Law

1534 Blanding Street
Columbia, SC 29201
803.252.4050
www.scmedicalmalpractice.com

John T. Lay
Ellis, Lawhorne &  
Sims, P.A.

P.O. Box 2285
Columbia, SC 29202 
864.212.4962
www.ellislawhorne.com

John D. Kassel
John D. Kassel Attorney  
at Law, LLC

P.O. Box 1476
Columbia, SC 29202
803.256.4242
www.kassellaw.com

Gray T. Culbreath
Collins & Lacy, P.C.

P.O. Box 12487
Columbia, SC 29211
803.255.0421
www.collinsandlacy.com

John S.Nichols
Bluestein, Nichols, 
Thompson &  
Delgado, LLC

1614 Taylor Street
Columbia, SC 29202
www.bntdlaw.com

CharlieMoore
Turner, Padget, Graham 
& Laney, P.A.

P.O. Box 1473
Columbia, SC 29202
803.254.2200
www.turnerpadget.com
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